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1 . This international Searching Authority 

(i) considers that there are 000^; (number of) inventions claimed in the international application covered 
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and tt considers that the international application does not comply with the requirements of unity of invention 
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This International Searching Authority found multiple (groups of) 
inventions in this international application, as follows: 

1. Claims: 1-17,49-53.28-37,38-47 

Independent claim 1 relates to a method for distributing 
electronic books to subscribers that comprises the steps of 
: determining a queue location for an ordered electronic 
book, placing first sections of electronic books in a first 
queue and placing second sections of electronic books in 
second queues. 

Independent claim 38 relates to the same subject-matter as 
that of independent claim 1 in combination with dependent 
claim 2 differing only in that the method is claimed to be 
suitable for communicating between an electronic book 
distribution centre and an electroinic viewer. 

Independent claim 28 related to a method of distributing 
electronic books wherein a second section of a requested 
electronic book is retrieved and provided. 



2. Claims: 18-27 

Independent claim 18 relates to a method for delivering 
electronic books comprising the steps of: locating a 
requested main section of an electronic book and providing 
the located main section of the electronic book. 

3. Claim : 48 

Independent claim 48 relates to a method of displaying 
information to subscribers in an electronic book delivery 
system wherein first sections of electronic books are sent 
to electronic book readers, requests are received for second 
sections of electronic books corresponding to one or more of 
the sent first sections and second sections are sent to 
readers requesting the second sections. 

4. Claims: 54-60 

Independent method claim 54 relates to a method of 
prioritizing distribution of electronic books wherein 
electronic books are place in one of a plurality of queues, 
each queue being emptied according to a priority model. 

5. Claims: 61-71 

Independent method claim 61 relates to a method of providing 
a virtual electronic book on demand service wherein first 
and second sections of selected electronic books are 
provided to subscribers of a service. 
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International application No, 

PCT/US 00/29813 



The application does not relate to one single inventive concept as 
required by Article 3 and Rule 13 PCT. The feature that is common to 
each group of inventions is the electronic book. However, it is clear 
from documents WO-A-9945491 A that electronic books are well known in 
the art. 

Furthermore, the splitting of books into sections for improving 
responsiveness to a customer download request is well knwon in the art 
{see document US-A-5819301) as the use of queuing techniques to improve 
efficiency of download(see document XP-000865922 and JP-A-11068770) 
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Internationa) Application No 

PCT/US 00/29813 



I.The present communication is an Annex to the invitation to pay additional fees (Form PCT/ISA/206). It shows the 
results of the intemational search established on the parts of the international application which relate to the invention 
first mentioned in claims Nos.: 

2 Jhis comhwiica?i6n E no? the international search report which will be established according to Article 18 and Rule 43. 

3Jf the applicant does not pay any additional search fees, the information appearing in this communication will be 
considered as the result of the international search and wifl be included as such in the international search report. 

4.lf the applicant pays additional fees, the international search report will contain both the information appearing in this 
communication and the results of the international search on other parts of the international application for which such 
fees will have been paid. 
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Further documents are listed in the continuation of box C. 



Patent family members are listed in annex. 



" Special categories of cited documents : 

'A" document detinir^ the general state of theart which is not 
considered to be of particular relevance 

"E" earlier document but published on or after the Internationa! 
filing date 

"L" document which may throw doubts on priority cbim(s) or 
which is cited to establish the publication date of another 
citation or other special reason {as specified) 

'O" document referring to an oral disclosure, use, exhibition or 
other means 

'P" document published prior to ttie Internationa Ifiiing date but 
later than the priority date claimed 



*T later document published after theintemational filing date 
or priority date and not in conflict with theapplication but 
cited to understand the principle or theory underlying the 
invention 

"X" document of particular relevance; the claimed invention 
cannot be considered novel or cannot be considered to 
involve an inventive step when the document is taken alone 

"Y" document of particular relevance; the claimed Invention 

cannot be considered to involve an inventive step when the 
document is combined with one or nr«re othersuch docu- 
ments, such combination being obvious to a person skilled 
In the art. 

*&• document member of the same patent family 
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